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11  CCHHAARRTTEERR  
 
 
 
 The Chiropractors Board of South Australia was established by the Chiropractors Act, 1979 

which was proclaimed on 27 April 1981.  The Board continued in existence under the 
Chiropractors Act 1991, (the Act) which was proclaimed on 25 June 1992.  The Board is a 
body corporate and must exercise the powers, authorities, duties and functions imposed on it 
by the Act. 

 
 The Board is the Statutory Authority in South Australia responsible to Parliament for the 

administration of the Act, which provides for the registration of chiropractors (which includes 
osteopaths and company practitioners), the regulation of the practice of chiropractic (which 
includes osteopathy) and for other purposes. 

 
 
 
22  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  
 
 
 
 
                 
      
      
         
       
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
33  FFUUNNCCTTIIOONNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  BBOOAARRDD  
 
 
 
 The Board is responsible for the protection of the interests of the public through the 

following functions as set out in Section 15 of the Act:  
 
 (a) the registration and professional discipline of chiropractors; 
 
 (b) exercising a general oversight over the standards of chiropractic practice; 
 
 (c) monitoring the standards of courses of instruction and training available to - 
 
  (i) those seeking registration as chiropractors; and 
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  (ii) registered practitioners seeking to maintain and improve their skills in the 
practice of chiropractic, 

 
  and consulting with educational authorities in relation to the establishment, 

maintenance and improvement of such courses; and 
 
 (d) exercising the other functions assigned to it by or under the Act. 
 
 The Board exercises its functions under the Act with a view to achieving and maintaining high 

professional standards of competence and conduct in the practice of chiropractic. 
 
 
 
44  BBOOAARRDD  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  
 
 
 
 In accordance with Section 6 of the Chiropractors Act, 1991, the Board consists of seven 

members appointed by the Governor. 
 
 As at 30 June 2002 the Board comprised the following persons: 
 
 (a) Four registered chiropractors elected in accordance with the Regulations by 

registered chiropractors -  
 
   Phillip Raymond DONATO  B App Sc (Chiropractic)   (Chairperson) 
   Appointed 25 June 1992 
 
   Janine Kay ADAMS  B App Sc (Clin Sc), B Chiro Sc 
   Appointed 16 July 2001 
 
   Vacant 
 
   Vacant 
 
 (b) A legal practitioner -  
 
   Caroline Ruth CHRISTIE  LLB 
   Appointed 1 November 1992 
 
 (c) A medical practitioner -  
 
   Dennis Reginald FURNISS  MB BS 
   Appointed 24 July 1986 
 
 (d) A person appointed to represent the interests of persons receiving chiropractic 

services -  
 
   Kathryn Heather FINNIGAN  APM 
   Appointed 16 July 2001 
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 On the 6 June 2002 Gregory Jon PLADSON (Appointed 16 July 2001) and Amanda Jane 
HEYES (Appointed 16 July 1998) resigned as members of the Board. 

 
 The Board wishes to express its appreciation and thanks to Drs Heyes and Pladson for their 

highly valued service to the Board. 
 
 Pursuant to Section 5 of the Act and Part 2 of the Regulations under the Act, an election was 

held on 28 June 2002 to fill these two (2) vacancies. 
 
 Five (5) nominations were received and the following persons subsequently elected – 
 
   Annette Joan SHELLEY  B App Sc (Chiropractic) 
   Kendall Ward LEEMBRUGGEN  B App Sc (Chiropractic) 
 
 Members of the Board are appointed for a term of office not exceeding three years, but are 

eligible for re-appointment upon the expiration of their term of office.   
 
 The term of office of the present members of the Board expires on 15 July 2004. 
 
 
 
55  BBOOAARRDD  &&  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS  
 
 
 
 The Board met on eleven (11) occasions during the year to conduct regular business, on two 

(2) occasions to consider amendments to the Act and a further four (4) occasions for 
disciplinary inquiries. 

 
 Attendances at meetings were as follows:    
 
 BOARD      BOARDS OF INQUIRY 
 
 Dr P Donato (Chairperson)  13  Ms C Christie (Chair)  4 

 Ms C Christie    13  Dr P Donato   4 

 Dr G Pladson    10  Dr A Heyes   4 

 Dr J Adams    10  Ms K Finnigan   3 

 Ms K Finnigan    10  Dr D Furniss   3 

 Dr D Furniss    10  Dr G Pladson   1 

 Dr A Heyes    9 

 Mr E Calder    1 

 Dr A Turczynowicz   1 

 Dr A Shelley    1 

 
 The Complaints Committee comprising the Registrar and one or more Board members met 

when the need arose. 
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 The Chairperson (representing the Board and the Council on Chiropractic Education 
Australasia [CCEA]) and the Registrar (representing the Board and the Council of 
Occupational Therapists Registration Boards (Australia & New Zealand) Inc [COTRB]) 
attended a National Office on Overseas Skilled Recognition (NOOSR) seminar in Canberra on 
19 March 2002 and a meeting of National Health Professional Assessing Authorities in 
Canberra on 20 March 2002. 

 
 The Chairperson and Registrar represented the Board at the Australasian Conference of 

Chiropractors and Osteopaths Registration Boards held in Fremantle, Western Australia on 15 
September 2001. 

 
 The Chairperson met with the Chairpersons of the Psychological and Occupational Therapists 

Boards and the Council of Occupational Therapists Registration Boards (Australia & New 
Zealand) Inc (COTRB) on 22 April 2002 to discuss matters of mutual interest and concern. 

 
 

 
66  AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  
 
 
 
 Pursuant to Section 14 of the Act the following staff continued to be employed by the 

Board:  
 

!"Peter John Martin, JP Registrar/Chief Executive Officer 
!"Robyn Lademan   Secretary/Executive Assistant 
 (temp replacing Alison Bryant, JP) 
!"Liz Spagnoletti  Finance Officer  

 
 No officer or employee of the Board is a Public Service employee. 
 
 Salaries, accommodation outgoings and most other administrative costs were shared with the 

Psychological and Occupational Therapists Registration Boards and the Council of 
Occupational Therapists Registration Boards (Australia and New Zealand) Inc (COTRB).  The 
Board's share of these costs was 32% with the Board taking responsibility for the employment 
of staff and provision of office accommodation, furniture and equipment. 

 
 The staff are responsible to the Board, two other Registration Boards (including Committees) 

and a National Council for providing the following services: 
 

• administrative and secretarial support 

• maintaining up to date Registers and information 

• all accounting and computing requirements 

• personnel/management services 

• property management 

• policy formulation 

• legislative review 

• investigation of complaints under the Act 

• assisting members of the public and profession about registration and policy matters 

 
5 
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 Office hours are Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, closed 12:30 – 1:30 pm. 
 
 The Crown Solicitor provides the Board with legal services and Quark & Associates provides 

the Board with investigative services. 
 
 The Registrar is authorised by the Board to exercise the powers of an inspector pursuant to 

the provisions of the Act. 
 

 
 
77  WWEEBB  SSIITTEE  
 
 
 
 The Board has established a comprehensive web site at the address 

"www.regauth.com/cbsa".   
 
 The Act and Regulations, application forms, annual report and the Board's guideline booklets 

can be downloaded from this site. 
 
 Any person who does not have access to the Internet can contact the office of the Board to 

obtain these documents (except for the Act and Regulations). 
 
 The Board has also established a Register search facility on the web site which contains 

languages spoken (other than English) by registered chiropractors and osteopaths.  No 
addresses or phone numbers are published. 

 
 The web site is updated regularly and has many links to other associated web sites. 
 
 
 
88  RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  FFEEEESS  
 
 
 
 Registration fees remained the same during the year.  As at 30 June 2002 the fees were as 

follows: 
 
 (1) Application for Registration Fee  (GST Exempt) 
  (first $125 is non refundable)       $ 
          
  (a) Natural persons granted registration 
 
   (i) between December & June    450 
   (ii) between July & November    230 
 
   (iii) but for persons in their first year of practice 
    immediately following graduation - 
 

#" between December & June    250 
#" between July & November    125 

 
   (iv) in a limited capacity for a period not    150 
    exceeding one month 
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  (b) Companies granted registration 
 
   (i) between January & June    450 
   (ii) between July & December    250 

 
 (2) Application for Renewal of Registration Fee  (GST Exempt) 
 
  (a) Natural Persons 
 
   (i) persons under 70 years of age    390 
   (ii) persons 70 years of age and over   120 
 
  (b) Companies       390 
 
 
 Registration, once granted, remains in force until the end of the calendar year except 

when registration for natural persons is granted in December, the registration will be effective 
until the end of the next calendar year. 

 
 The following bar chart shows the increase in the annual renewal fee since 1994 for 

natural persons under 70 years of age. 
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 Registration fees are increased when necessary to cover increases in operating 

expenditure. 
 
 It is a policy of the Government that the Board be financially self-supporting. 
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99  AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIVVEE  FFEEEESS  
 
 
 
 The Board has approved the following schedule of administrative fees:  
 
 (GST exempt unless indicated)      $ 
 
 Inspection of Register and/or Copy of Extract from Register  20 
 Duplicate Certificate of Registration     20 
 Letter of Good Standing       20 
 Letter of Current Registration      10 
 New or Additional Qualifications on Register (each)   10 
 Copy of Register       60 

#" Postal address labels/per label     50c + GST 
#" Non profit organisations/per label     30c + GST 

 Annual Report         20 + GST 
 Code of Professional Conduct & Practice    5 + GST 
 Guidelines on Registration      5 + GST 
 Information Statement - FOI      5 + GST 
 Draft Company Constitution      50 + GST 
 Photocopying (per page)      50c + GST 

 These fees do not apply to any application for registration or renewal of registration. 
 
 
 
1100  GGOOOODDSS  &&  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  TTAAXX  ((GGSSTT))  
 
  
 
 In accordance with Determination 2000 made under Section 81-5 of A New Tax System 

(Goods & Services Tax) Act 1999, the following fees of the Board are exempt - 
 

• Registration and renewal fee 

• Entering new qualifications on the Register 

• Duplicate Registration Certificate 

• Preparation of Statements verifying registration 

• Inspection of Register and extracts from Register 
 
 Fees charged which are not GST exempt include photocopying, Board publications and postal 

address labels. 
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1111  RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  SSTTAATTIISSTTIICCSS  --  NNAATTUURRAALL  PPEERRSSOONNSS  &&  CCOOMMPPAANNIIEESS  
 
  
 
(a) Register of Chiropractors  
 
 (i) Natural Persons (Refer Appendix I) 
 
  The Register contains the following information: 
 

• Registration number. 
• Whether the person holds Limited (L), Provisional (P) or Deemed (D) registration. 

 Should none of these symbols appear the person holds full registration. 
• Date of initial registration. 
• Surname / Initials. 
• A description field describing a registrant as a Chiropractor (C), Osteopath (O), or 

both (CO), depending on a person's qualifications. 
• Postal address. 

 
  Number currently registered (30 June 2002)  298 
  Comprising: 
 
  Full registration     294 
  Limited      4 
         298 
 
  Chiropractors    78% 233 
  Chiropractors & Osteopaths  18% 54 
  Osteopaths    4% 11 298 
 
  Males     74% 222 
  Females    26% 76 298 
 
  Number residing in South Australia  261 
  Including: Practising  256 
    Not Practising  5 
  Number presently Interstate   15 
  Number presently Overseas   22 298 
 
 
 (ii) Companies (Refer Appendix II) 
 
  Number currently registered (30 June 2002)  43 
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 (b) Registration Movement in 2001/2002 
          Natural Companies 
         Persons 
 
  Number registered as at 30 June 2001    281  43 
  * New registrations  
   (590,597,600-1,603-660)/(48-49)   62  2 
  Re-registrations       6  - 
  Registrations lapsed - non payment of fees etc  -37  -2
     - limited registration   -12   - 
     - cancelled    -1   - 
  Deceased       -1 
 
  Number registered as at 30 June 2002    298  43 
 
  * Of the 62 new registrations of natural persons 43 were male and 19 were 

female; and 
 

• 11 were graduates from the RMIT University (Chiropractic); 
 
•  2 were graduates from the RMIT University (Osteopathy); 

 
• 18 were graduates from Macquarie University; 

 
•  2 were graduates from Sydney College 

 
• 15 were graduates from the USA (Palmer  3, Palmer West 4, Logan 1, 

Life 1, Life West 2, Western States 1, North Western 1, Parker 1,   LACC 
1); 

 
• 6 were graduates from the UK (BSO 2, ESO 3, Anglia 1); 
 
• 6 were graduates from Canada (Canadian Memorial); 

 
• 2 were graduates from New Zealand. 

 
 
 (c) Current Registration Numbers Since Commencement of Act  
 
  (i) Natural Persons 
 

30 June 1981 49 
30 June 1982 169 
30 June 1983 180 
30 June 1984 189 
30 June 1985 205 
30 June 1986 206 
30 June 1987 209 
30 June 1988 212 
30 June 1989 211 
30 June 1990 226 
30 June 1991 231 

30 June 1992 237 
30 June 1993 229 
30 June 1994 231 
30 June 1995 236 
30 June 1996 252 
30 June 1997 254 
30 June 1998 251 
30 June 1999 263 
30 June 2000 258 
30 June 2001 281 
30 June 2002 298 
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 The following area chart shows the number of males and females and the total number 

of active registrants since 1994. 
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 Note: Since the original Act was proclaimed in April 1981, a total of 660 chiropractors have 

been initially registered. 
 
 
  (ii) Companies 
 

30 June 1993 11  
30 June 1994 20  
30 June 1995 23 
30 June 1996 25 
30 June 1997 29 

30 June 1998 33 
30 June 1999 39 
30 June 2000 39 
30 June 2001 43 
30 June 2002 43 
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 (d) Age Cohorts every 5 years by Gender 
 

Age Group Male Female Total 
Under 25  3  4  7 
25 to 29  22  20  42 
30 to 34  26  21  47 
35 to 39  25  9  34 
40 to 44  35  5  40 
45 to 49  25  5  30 
50 to 54  31  6  37 
55 to 59  18  1  19 
60 to 64  20  0  20 
65 to 69  7  3  10 
70 to 74  6  0  6 
75 to 79  1  2  3 
80 to 84  2  0  2 
85 and over  1  0  1 

TOTAL  222  76  298 
 
 
 
1122  PPUUBBLLIICCAATTIIOONNSS  
 
 
 
 The Board has produced the following publications for the information of practitioners and 

members of the public: 
 

#" Code of Professional Conduct & Practice 
 Revised June 2001 (Forwarded to the profession 27 July 2001) 

 
#" Guidelines on Registration 

  Revised July 2002  
 

#" Chiropractic & Osteopathic Services - Your Rights as a Patient 
 February 1998 
 
#" Guidelines Regarding Complaints Against Registered Chiropractors 
 February 1998 
 
#" Consumer Information 
 January 2002 
  

 A new registrant is provided with this information together with the following: 
• Certificate of Registration 
• Certificate of Current Registration 
• Chiropractors Act 1991 & Regulations 
• Annual Report 
• National Uniform Code of Professional Conduct 
 
Most of the above documentation is available for viewing or downloading from the Board's 
web site (www.regauth.com/cbsa). 

 
 In late 2002 the Board intends to publish its own Newsletter which will be circulated to the 

profession and interested parties. 
12 
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1133  BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  NNAAMMEESS  (Refer Appendix III) 
 
 
 
 Pursuant to Section 19 of the Regulations under the Act, a registered practitioner must not 

practice under a name (whether a company name or a business name) unless that name has 
first been approved by the Board.  Penalty Division 11 fine. 

 
 During the year the Board approved a total of 10 business names.  As at 30 June 2002 

the number of names approved was 198. 
 
 Business names must not in any way be false, misleading or deceptive and must aptly 

describe the practice as one which carries on the profession of chiropractic. 
 

 
 
1144  FFRREEEEDDOOMM  OOFF  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  
 
 
 
 The Board has published an Information Statement and an Information Summary as required 

by Section 9 of the Freedom of Information Act 1991.  The Information Statement contains 
advice on structure and functions, effect of functions on members of the public, public 
participation in policy formulation, kinds of documents held and access arrangements and 
procedures.  The Statement is available from the offices of the Board at a cost of $5. 

 
 Application and processing fees are in accordance with the Freedom of Information (Fees & 

Charges) Regulations 1991. 
 
 No enquiries or applications under the Freedom of Information Act for access to 

documents in the possession of the Board were made during the year ended 30 June 
2002.  

 
 

 
1155  CCOOMMPPLLAAIINNTTSS  
 
 
 
 (a) Against Unregistered Persons 
 
  During the year six (6) complaints were dealt with by the Board against persons not 

registered for breaches of the Act.   
 
  These complaints are summarised as follows: 
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(i) Breach of Section 25 of the Act – Practising Chiropractic Unregistered 
(four [4] complaints) 
 

Allegation 
 

Result of Investigation 

Chiropractor practising in South 
Australia whilst unregistered 

The person pleaded guilty in the 
Magistrates Court to breaches of Sections 
25 & 27 of the Act.  The person was 
convicted on all counts and ordered to 
undertake 56 hours community service. 
 

Massage therapist offering to 
teach “neck and spinal 
adjustments” in South Australia 
 

Person warned of serious consequences 
of breaching Sections 25 and 27 of the Act. 

Acupuncturist practising 
chiropractic whilst not 
registered 

Complaint and Summons lodged in 
Magistrates Court for two (2) breaches of 
Section 25 of the Act. 
 

Chiropractor practising whilst 
not registered. 

Mistake by another practitioner using the 
persons Provider No. – No further action. 

 
 

(b) Breach of Section 27 of the Act – Holding Out as a Chiropractor 
   (two [2] complaints) 
 

Allegation 
 

Result of Investigation 

Two unregistered persons 
using the words “chiropractor” 
or “chiropractic” 
 

Both persons warned of breaching Section 
27 of the Act – Both took appropriate 
action to remedy situation. 

 
 

(b) Against Registered Practitioners 
 
  During the year fourteen (14) complaints were dealt with by the Board against persons 

registered under the Act for various forms of unprofessional conduct. 
 
  These complaints are summarised as follows: 
 

(i) Unprofessional Conduct (eight [8] complaints) 
 

Allegation 
 

Result of Investigation 

Practitioner had improper 
sexual contact with female 
patients and staff 
 

Inquiry (refer 16(a)). 

Practitioner had improper 
sexual contact with two (2) 
female patients 
 

Inquiry (refer 16(b)). 
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Practitioner permitted 
untrained staff to undertake 
chiropractic examinations of 
patients 
 

Still under investigation. 

Practitioner used scare tactics 
to attract business which 
caused the patient 
considerable anxiety 
 

Still under investigation. 

Practitioner solicited patients 
from another chiropractor 
 

Still under investigation. 

Practitioner practised 
chiropractic whilst not 
registered 
 

Still under investigation. 

Practitioner used intimidatory 
tactics to increase patient 
numbers 
 

Complainant did not pursue the matter. 

Practitioner pressured patient 
into signing contract for 12 
months treatment in advance 

Still under investigation. 

 
 

(ii) Negligence (five [5] complaints) 
 

Allegation 
 

Result of Investigation 

Treatment by practitioner 
caused injury 
 

Complainant did not pursue the matter. 

Practitioner acted negligently 
and did not obtain informed 
consent 
 

Complainant did not pursue the matter. 

Practitioner provided treatment 
without full consent of patient 
 

Chiropractic procedure explained by Board 
– matter resolved 

Practitioner did not provide 
adequate level of service, care 
or courtesy 
 

Complainant did not pursue matter. 

Practitioner did not obtain 
consent from the patient nor 
explain the treatment or 
outcomes 

Practitioner was counselled by the Board 
regarding proper professional practice. 

 
 

(iii) Fitness to Practice (one [1] complaint) 
 

Allegation 
 

Result of Investigation 

Practitioner had a dementing 
or psychotic illness 

Further information was not provided by 
the complainant – matter closed. 



  

CBSA Annual Report 30 June 2002 

15 
 

 
 
1166  IINNQQUUIIRRIIEESS  
 
 
 
 The following disciplinary inquiries are summarised as follows: 
 
 (a)  Following an investigation and complaint lodged by the Registrar, the Board began an 

inquiry into the conduct of a registered chiropractor for improper sexual contact with 
three (3) female patients and a female staff member and possession of opium  
Criminal proceedings were also pending. 

 
  The Board agreed to adjourn the disciplinary proceedings until the criminal 

proceedings had been completed, subject to the practitioner agreeing to various 
undertakings as reported in last year’s Annual Report. 

 
  The Inquiry lapsed upon the death of the practitioner. 
 
 
 (b) Following an investigation and complaint lodged by the Registrar, the Board inquired 

into the conduct of a chiropractor for improper sexual contact with two (2) female 
patients. 

 
  On 3 October 2001 the Board found the practitioner guilty of unprofessional conduct 

(on his own admission) and cancelled his registration as a chiropractor under the Act. 
 
  The Board ordered that the practitioner pay $1500 towards the cost of the Inquiry. 
 
 
 
1177  CCOOMMPPLLAAIINNTT  &&  IINNQQUUIIRRYY  PPRROOCCEEDDUURREESS  
 
 
 
 Should a member of the public or profession wish to complain about the conduct or practice of 

a registered chiropractor or osteopath, the appropriate channel is to the Board. 
 

 The Board has the statutory responsibility to deal with complaints against 
chiropractors and osteopaths and the power under the provisions of the Act to impose 
appropriate penalties. 

 
The Complaints Committee of the Board comprising the Registrar and one or more 
professional Board members, conducts preliminary enquiries. Upon completion of the 
investigation and legal advice from the Crown Solicitors Office the Committee may lay a 
complaint to the Board or report to the Board on its findings. 
 
The question of whether any particular course of conduct amounts to unprofessional conduct 
is a matter to be determined by the Board after considering the evidence in each individual 
case. 
 
Comprehensive complaint guidelines have been published and are available from the offices 
of the Board or from the Board's web site. 
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1188  PPRRAACCTTIISSIINNGG  UUNNRREEGGIISSTTEERREEDD  
 
 
 

It has again come to the attention of the Board that some chiropractors have failed to register 
or renew their registration and have continued to practise chiropractic in South Australia. 

 
Persons in this category are therefore unregistered and serious consequences may arise. 

 
In accordance with Sections 25, 26 and 27 of the Chiropractors Act, 1991 (the Act), it is an 
offence for unregistered persons to practise chiropractic or advertise or hold out that they are 
a chiropractor.  Penalty - Maximum $8,000 fine or 6 months imprisonment. 

 
 An employer may also be held to aid and abet the offence. 

 
Should the Board receive a complaint or discover that a person (qualified or not) is practising 
chiropractic unregistered it will refer the matter to the Crown Solicitor's Office with a view to 
prosecution. 

 
The Board may also pursue a disciplinary course of action against a chiropractor for 
unprofessional conduct. 

 
In normal circumstances an unregistered chiropractor's professional indemnity insurance 
cover will be void with respect to any claim made during an unregistered period.  The Board 
considers this a very serious consequence because the public may have limited recourse with 
respect to negligent or incompetent behaviour. 

 
Other serious implications of practising unregistered may include: 
- non-payment of fees by health funds, WorkCover Corporation and the Department of 

Veteran Affairs. 
- civil action may be taken against an unregistered person. 

 
The onus is on the chiropractor or osteopath to renew registration each year by the due 
date. 

 
Where a person changes address and fails to notify the Board of such change this is not 
accepted as a satisfactory explanation of failing to renew registration and practising 
unregistered.   

 
Chiropractors and osteopaths are reminded that it is an offence to fail to notify the Board of a 
change of residential or professional address within 14 days of that change (Regulation 18 
under the Act). 

 
 

 
1199  LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIOONN  RREEVVIIEEWW    
 
 
 
 In November 1998 the Competition Policy Review Team circulated an issues paper 

concerning a review of the Chiropractors Act 1991 and Regulations 1992. 
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 The review was conducted in compliance with an obligation upon the South Australian 
Government under Clause 5 of the Competition Principles Agreement between the 
Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments. 

 
 In January 1999 a final report was produced by the Review Panel following consultation with 

interested parties.  Many amendments to the legislation were recommended. 
 
 In August 2000 Cabinet agreed that these amendments be forwarded to Parliamentary 

Counsel for drafting. 
 
 It is anticipated that a Bill containing these amendments and other amendments in accord with 

modern trends in legislation will be introduced into the Parliament shortly. 
 
 On the 15 January 2002 the Regulations under the Act were amended. 
 
 The recognition of all overseas qualifications was replaced with the requirement that for the 

purposes of Section 18 (1) of the Act, a natural person is eligible for registration as a 
chiropractor if he or she – 

 
(a) holds any of the qualifications set out in Schedule 1 (Recognised Australian and New 

Zealand qualifications); or 
 
(b) has successfully completed a competency examination in chiropractic or osteopathy 

administered by the Board or the Council on Chiropractic Education Australasia. 
 
 This amendment also deleted the requirement that graduates must complete twelve (12) 

months post graduate clinical experience prior to full registration.  Graduates from Australian 
universities will now be able to apply directly to the Board for registration without firstly 
applying interstate and then gaining registration in South Australia under Mutual Recognition. 

 
 
 
2200  NNEEWW  PPRRIIVVAACCYY  LLAAWWSS  
 
 
 

In Australia, for the first time, there is now a comprehensive privacy law covering the private 
sector.  In an amendment to the Privacy Act 1988 [The Privacy Amendment (Private Sector) 
Act 2000], private sector organizations have an obligation to protect the privacy of individuals’ 
personal information. 
 
This amendment applies to all health service providers in the private sector, regardless of 
size, from 21 December 2001.  In the private health sector, the legislation will complement 
the existing culture of confidentiality that is fundamental to many health service providers’ 
professional practice obligations. 
 
The legislation, through its 10 National Privacy Principles (NPP’s) promotes greater openness 
between health service providers and consumers regarding the handling of health 
information.  The legislation introduces, for instance, a general right of access for consumers 
to their own health records, and requires health service providers to have available 
documentation that clearly sets out their policies for the management of personal information. 
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The privacy legislation covers a wide range of information handling practices, including: 
 
- the need to gain consent for the collection of health information; 
- what to consider before passing health information on to others; 
- the details that should be included in a health service provider’s Privacy Policy; 
- securing and storing information; and 
- providing individuals with a right to access their health records. 

 
 Enforcement of the Act is generally through resolution of individual complaints lodged with the 

Privacy Commission or a Code Adjudicator, and sometimes through the Privacy 
Commissioner launching an investigation.  Guidelines on Privacy in the Private Health Sector 
and Information Sheets on the application of the Privacy Act are available on the Australian 
Privacy Commissioner’s website at http://www.privacy.gov.au  

 
 
 
2211  AAUUSSTTRRAALLAASSIIAANN  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  OOFF  CCHHIIRROOPPRRAACCTTOORRSS  &&  OOSSTTEEOOPPAATTHHSS  

BBOOAARRDDSS  ((AACCCCOORRBB))  
 
 
 
 The Australasian Conference of Chiropractors & Osteopaths Registration Boards was held in 

Fremantle, Western Australia, on 15 September 2001, with representation from all State and 
Territory Registration Boards and New Zealand. 

 
 The Chairperson and Registrar attended the conference on behalf of the Board. 
 
 Some of the major issues discussed were: 
 

• Formation of the CCEA 
• Future Direction of ACCORB 
• Use of Specialist Titles 
• Web Sites 
• National Standards of Practice 
• Assessment of Overseas Trained Persons for migration 
• Minimum Standards for manipulation 
• Uniform Registration Standards 

 
 Since 1982 the South Australian Board has prepared and maintained a Resolution book of 

Conference decisions. 
 
 A meeting of Registrars was held after the Conference to consider the follow up action and to 

discuss general administrative issues. 
 
 The next ACCORB meeting is planned to be held in Hobart, Tasmania, on 24 August 

2002 with a National Registrars meeting to be held afterwards.  Two separate meetings 
for  chiropractic and osteopathy will be held (ACCRB and ACORB) in 2002. 

 

http://www.privacy.gov.au/
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2222  MMUUTTUUAALL  RREECCOOGGNNIITTIIOONN  //  TTRRAANNSS  TTAASSMMAANN  MMUUTTUUAALL  RREECCOOGGNNIITTIIOONN  

((TTTTMMRR))  
 
 
 
 Under the provisions of the Mutual Recognition (SA) Act, 1993 and the Trans Tasman Mutual 

Recognition (SA) Act, 1999, a person who holds current registration and is in good standing in 
another participating jurisdiction of Australia or New Zealand is entitled to be registered to 
practise as a chiropractor or osteopath in South Australia upon making due application. 

 
 Mutual recognition applies between all States/Territories of Australia.  TTMR applies between 

New Zealand and all registered States/Territories of Australia with the exception of Western 
Australia. 

  
 Osteopaths are not registered in New Zealand and thus TTMR does not apply. 
 
 Applicants receive a certificate of deemed registration until the Board determines the 

application (must be within one month of lodgement). 
 
 The Board grants substantive registration or registration under the Act on such conditions (if 

any) imposed by the first registering authority. 
 
 Substantive registration may be postponed or refused in cases where, for example, 

statements made in the application/notice are found to be materially false or misleading. 
 
 During the year the Board approved applications for registration and re-registration 

from forty seven (47) persons under the Mutual Recognition Act and one (1) person 
under the Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Act.   

 
 

 
2233  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT  OOFF  OOVVEERRSSEEAASS  QQUUAALLIIFFIICCAATTIIOONNSS  
 
 
 
 In January 2001 the Board was approved by the Australian Government’s National Office of 

Overseas Skills Recognition (NOOSR) and gazetted by the Minister of Immigration and 
Multicultural Affairs as an assessing authority to provide assessment of qualifications of 
overseas trained (and Australian trained) chiropractors and osteopaths for migration purposes 
and suitability to practice in Australia.   

 
The assessment process comprises a Stage I Desktop Audit and a Stage II Competency 
Based Screening Examination.  Details are available from the websites 
http://www.regauth.com/cce or http://www.regauth.com/ost  

 
 It is anticipated that in late 2002 the Council on Chiropractic Education Australasia (CCEA) will 

take over this process from the Registration Boards for overseas trained chiropractors. 
 
 

http://www.regauth.com/cce
http://www.regauth.com/ost
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2244  FFIINNAANNCCEESS  
 
 
 
 The Board recorded an operating surplus of $28,836 for the 2001/2002 financial year and as 

at 30 June 2002 the Board had total equity of $319,605. 
 

 The Board is not considered to be a "controlled entity" for the purposes of inclusion in the 
whole of Government reporting. 

 
 The following pie charts show the assets and liabilities of the Board as at 30 June 2002 

and the expenditure of the Board during the 2001/2002 financial year. 
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The accounts of the Board have been audited and the financial statements for the year ended 
30 June 2002, together with accompanying notes and the independent audit report of the 
Auditor-General appears as follows. 


